Bennett and McNeil were fastest on every stage in their Corsa

Grist inspires Bennett win

With chief titlerival Jason Hopkins
outof actionnursingaribinjury,
David Bennettand Alastair McNeil
cruisedto another Rally First
victory in their Vauxhall Corsa.

Buoyed by advicefrom Nicky
Gristinapre-eventseminartothe
Rally First crews, Bennett was 16s
faster than hisnearestrival onthe
openingstage. He neverlet up, going
fasteston every stagetobuild their
victory marginto 1ma2s by the
finish. Notably; Bennettwastheﬁfth
1400cc car home. :

“Nicky'sadvice was great,” he
said. “We gotto one partof thestage
thathesaid wasflatsowetriedit
withoutlifting. It was flat- butonly
Justlu

Nissan Micracrew ChrisJones
and Chris Spilsted pulled clear of
Matt Griffin and Joe Cruttenden’s
VW Lupoin thelatter part of the
eventtosecuresecond. Their cause

washelped when Griffinlosttime

when he caught the dust trail of the

caraheadof himon severalstages.
MG ZR crew Chris Hellings and
Nick Farmer had been running
third formuch of the event, butwere
overhauled by Griffin after the
latterhad a stormingrun through
thefinal test. Joe Evett and Lorraine
Chappell werefifth in their Nova
aheadof Paul Knappand Carl
Williamson's Micra.

Mick Smith and Paul Osmond had
afaultlessrun tofinish asthetop
Rally First1.0crewhome, edging

- fellow Micra crew Lewis Roper and

Ben Thomas by 24s. But with Smith
notregistered for the series, Roper

- gladly took maximum class points.

Onhis secondoutingof the year,
Alastair Sutherland took third place
inhisMicra with Gill Cotton
navigating. After threestraight
retirements, Martha Aitken and
Alastair Dodd were on amissionto
finish, and they were rewarded with
fourth, ahead of Stephen Brown/
Paul Stringer’ssimilarMicra.

Matt Griffin and Joe Cruttenden,
whofinished thirdin RF1.4in their
VW Lupo, showed admirable
technical sympathy when an oil
warning light came onintheircar.
“\We covered itupwithsometape
so itdidn’t putme off}’ said Griffin.
“|fwe can'tseeit,itcan’tbea

problem.’



