DIRTY BUSINESS: Matt Griffin at Dukeries
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Hopkins finally got the better of his rival Bennett in Rally First

Matt Griffin hopes that running his
Volkswagen Lupoonalloy rather than
steelwheelswill enable himto end Dave
Bennett's dominance of the BTRDA
Rally Firstcategory on the Dukeries Rally
on Saturday. Griffin, 18, has been
hampered by two bent wheels onrecent
rounds of the series.
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Hopkins ends Benneit’s run

Tthad beenmore than four months
sinceadrivernotansweringtothe
name Dave Bennett wonaround of

theBTRDA Rally Firstseries.He

may still topthechampionship
standings, but Bennetthad toaccept
second bestto Jason Hopkins, who
excelledat the wheel of his
Volkswagen Lupo.

Hopkins, whoonlyreturnedfrom
aholiday toMexicoon Friday ;
afternoon, showed nosignsof jetlag
tobag his firstmaximum score of
the season after Bennettlost24
secondswhenasparkpluglead
becamedetachedonstageoneand
dropped his Vauxhall Corsaonto
threecylinders.

With Malcolm Hague’s former
navigator Dave Read installed in the
co-driver’sseat, aspinatahairpin
righton_stagefaurwastheorﬂyrea_l
mistake Hopkinsmade. Apartfrom
aslightgear changeglitch, hisonly
othermajor concern occurred when
theexhaustburnedaholeinhis
car'sfuel tank in the afternoon,

NOVICE rallyman Matt Griffin
maintained his challenge for
the Rally First Championship
after finishing third in class on
the Dukeries Rally, based in
Nottingham.

Griffin, from Blackburn, and
co-driver Joe Cruttenden had
an excellent run in their
Shropshire Rallyschool VW
Lupo, only just missing out on
sec"%nc'il pltflca

“We had a much better start
to this rally and we were-
competitive from the very first
stage,” said Griffin. “This was
a big improvement compared to
previous events where we have

although itdidn’tcauseany
significant damage.

Matt Griffin thought hehad made
itaLupoone-twoafter survivinga
 front-rightpunctureon stageseven

buta one-minute penalty that was
erroneously handed toBennettwas
rescinded, dropping the studentto
third place in the final results.

JoeEvettbattledbackfroma
broken exhaustand amomenton
stage eight when he tipped onto two
wheelstotakefourth inhis
Vauxhall Nova, which wasstill
showing thescarsfromhisrolion

_ thePlainsRally. :

Roy Gravestock’s onlydelay
occurred when he sufferedahalf-
spinonstagetwaﬂeclaimedﬁﬁh.

~RobNavin, whofearedhe would
miss the event due to commitments
: runningaTVR Granturainthe
 clashingLeMansLegendrace,
edged out Julian Cardew for sixth by
two seconds. A faulty wheel bearing

- andtwospinsonstageeight, caused

by aslow puncture, delayed Cardew.

| Gritty Griffin in third at Dukeries

usually been pl yi cat h
after tﬁe.ﬁrgt"r{ﬁ?‘g pdes
“We had our now customary
tyre failure towards the end,
but it didn’t have any effect on
tl}g result this time.
We’d been initially classified

~ second in class, after Dave

Bennett incurred a one-minute

time penalty. But Bennett later

appealed and won, which

demoted me down to third.”

_ Griffin’s next outing is back

in Wales for the Quinton Rally

on the July 4. Based in

nol .lantodove_ usliy’ ft'::t %rent uses the
riously ilitary

range roads. ey m:h_



